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Reſpectable Body of Apothecaries. 


GENTLEMEN, 


HE author ſenſible that Fl.” 
paſſages in this performance 
may probably be underſtood in too 
extenſive a ſenſe, and may ſeem to 
affect the gentlemen of the pro- 
feſſion of pharmacy in general, 

thinks it incumbent on him to ex- 
plain his meaning, and to aſſure 
them, that thoſe cenſorious expreſ- 
ſions alluded to, are levelled only 
at thoſe individuals who proſtitute 
their profeſſion with lucrative, and 


ſordid 


6 


iy) 
ſordid views, and obtain buſineſs in 
a mean ſurreptitious way; the au- 
thor heated with indignation at ſuch 
proceedings, did not recollect that 
thoſe angry expreſſions ſhould have 
been reſtricted within certain limi- 
tations, to prevent them from be- 
ing receiv'd as general abuſe, and to 


_ hinder them from wounding a pro- 


feſſion in itſelf reſpectable, and in 
which there are numbers of very 
valuable men, who deſervedly poſſeſs 
the good opinion of ſociety at large. 
The author preſumes, that this ac- 
knowledgment will reſtore him to 
the favourable opinion of thoſe gen- 
tlemen whom he may have inad- 
vertently offended, on that pre- 
ſumption he ſincerely aſks their 
excuſe. 


A 


— 
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HEN a man of an obſcure 
al character, and whoſe proper 
walk in life, is to adminiſter 
to phyſick in the ſubſervient 
capacity of an apothecary; ſo far for- 
gets himſelf, as to aſſume a degree of 
importance incompatible with his ft- 
tuation, and offers inſtruction to the 


world in a ſcience to which he 1s the 
B loweſt « 
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loweſt inſtrument; ſuch miſchievous 
preſumption muſt inſtantly give an alarm 
to all the real friends of humanity, as 
well as every one who feels for the 
dignity of phyſick: it is not enough 
that a book is in the higheſt degree 
futile, and deſpicable and cram'd with 
ſelf evident abſurdities; ſuch is the in- 
fatuation of the natives of this country 
for ſomething new, that their ears and 
mouths are equally open, to ſwallow 
the deluſive promiſes, as well as perni- 
cious mixtures, of every one who chuſes 
to impoſe on their credulity, whether 
it be pil}, bolus, or potion, if it carries 
but the mark of novelty, the cullibi- 
lity of Engliſhmen will find ſtomach for 
it all, This is a fact ſo well known, 
and of ſuch infinite importance to the 
retailers of phyſick, that they never 
E. . doubt of encouragement for the ſale of 
ik : a medicine, that has been properly 
| uſher'd in by a well fabricated adver- 
| tiſement, or the more faſhionable mode 
of a pamphlet; both deſervedly ſcorned 
hy by men of liberal principles, and only 
| | praiſed 


1 
practiſed by the needy, who ſacrifice 
reputation to intereſt: the trick of a 
pamphlet on the clap, is of late become 
ſo common a ſnare to catch buſineſs, 
that it is now beginning to be ſeen 
through, and to loſe its intended ef- 
fet: to this has been owing that va- 
riety of deſt:uctive and oppoſite practice, 
gleaned from authors whoſe opinions 
have been long obſolete, and introdu- 
ced as new by thoſe who prey on the 
follies of mankind, and raiſe them- 
ſelves to a temporary fame by an af- 
fectation of ſingularity, and the vanity 
of ſtriking out ſomething new. Nu- 
merous is the tribe of theſe preten- 
ders, and not inconſiderable their pro- 
fits; thoſe who might be properly 
ſtyled princes of phyſick, are now obli- 
ged to give place to thoſe little paltry 
innovators and drudges, who have been 
properly denominated the haberdaſhers 


of medicine. 


The many ingenious enquiries, the 
elaborate attempts to elucidate obſcure, 
B 2 and 
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and ambiguous appearances, by the 
moiſt accurate and attentive examina- 
tions; are now render'd ſimple and plain, 
by the happy appearance of a pamphlet 
of a few pages; the author of which 
invaluable work, has hitherto figured 
away in the ſplendid character of a 
vender of drugs. What ſhall we ſay 
to the modeſty of this man, when we 
are informed, that this pithy perfor- 
mance of forty pages is to be purchaſed 
at the moderate price of half a crown; 
and how ſhall we ſufficiently praiſe his 
humanity and diſintereſtedneſs, at hav- 
ing without reſerve imparted to the 
public ear, the compoſition of medi- 
cines with Which he has cured claps 
more eftectually and expeditiouſly than 


any one he ever ſpoke with, heard, or 
read of, 


This he affirms, and damned be be that doubts, 


But alas, how every feeling heart 
mult bleed to think, that a profeſſion 
which, adminiſters ſo eligible a cure 
for the moſt vexatious diſeaſes, by the 


hands 


. 
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hands of its favour'd Mr. E—, ſhould 
abound with members, who from a true 
reliſh for elegance and purity in wri- 


ting, and thirſt for medical improve- 


ment, impatiently pant for a perufal 
of this (tho' not great) yet glorious 
work; ſhould have been fo neglected by 
the ungrateful world, as to be unable 
to ſpare half a crown for the purchaſe ; 
for your fakes therefore, who are in this 
unhappy (tho' not ſingular predicament,) 
I will undertake to abridge this Book, 
replete with ruth, and uſeful informa- 
tion, and give you the ſubſtantial part, 
abſtracted from its literary elegance. 
And you, ye Bucks, whoſe inclinations 
point at every female votary of Venus, 
and who are only reſtrained from run- 
ping at all, by the melancholy conſi- 
deration of running after all, be ye 
no leſs attentive, than rejoiced, at the 
removal of this obſtacle to your amo- 
rous enjoyments ; don't put on the laugh 
of contempt, but the laugh of ecſtacy, 
when I inform you, that the beſt, and 
moſt ſpeedy cure for a clap, is a few 

drops 


WT 9 1 
drops of Ball. Copaiv. and Spirit of 
lavender, with an injection of vitriol 
and water; and for this you have the 
weighty authority of the great Mr. 
E—; but who is this Mr. E— I hear 
you aſk, we never before even heard 
of his name; of that gentleman I am 
not ſo well able to inform you, but 
Mr. Bladon who has printed his book, 
will probably give you better informa- 
tion on that head, than any body elſe 
is able to do; but here let me put a 
ſtop to this career of levity ; for as I 
have ſome ſerious remarks to make 
on this half crown production, it will 
be expected that they are ſeriouſly 
urged. 


When the firſt edition of this cu- 
rious book was put into my hand, its 
miſerable Engliſh, falſe anatomy, and 
general futility, excited indignation, 
and ſurprize; but on a farther peruſal, 
indignation and ſurprize gave way to 
compaiſion, and I could not avoid feel- 


Ing 


LI 9 
ing for the puerile weakneſs of the 
author. | 


The book being. of too feeble a na- 
ture to engage the attention of the me- 
dical world, was ſuffered to ſleep in 
ſilence; and as a proof how ſuch ge- 
neroſity has been abuſed, we have the 
defective, ſpurious brat, regenerated with 
additions; tho' entirely convinced of 
the neceſſity of additions to make it 
in any degree bearable, yet it was not 
without aſtoniſhment that I beheld it 
reproduced; before I undertook the un- 
welcome taſk of examination into its 
new ſtate, I had determined, if there 
was any part of the additions that 
was not equally execrable with the 

firſt publication, that my humanity 
ſhould operate in its favour, and I 
would concur with the reſt of my bre- 
thren, in conſigning it to oblivion ; but 
the book, tho' increaſed in ſize, I find 
is not ſo in value; I therefore reluctant- 
ly enter into a criticiſm on this dimi- 
nutiye child of the preſs, that contains 


the 
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the eſſence and quinteſſence, of all ve- 
nereal knowledge in the compals of forty 


Pages. 


You begin with obſerving, that it 
is the general cuſtom of writers to give 
ſome account of the origin of any diſ- 
eaſe on which they are about to treat; 
but confeſſing yourſelf unable to aſcer- 
tain the exact time when Gonorrhza's 
firſt made their appearance, it being a 
circumſtance that has puzzled the brain 
of ſo many much more ingenious men 


than yourſelf (and you might have ad- 


| ded, had they aſcertained the exact time, 


it would have been merely a circum- 
ſtance ; but a circumſtance of not the 
leaſt importance ſo far as relates to the 
cure) you therefore refer us to Boer- 
haave, Aſtruc and Turner: now this 
was really a modeſt beginning, and 
how much to be lamented, that this 
thought did not ſtrike you when you 
publiſh'd your firſt edition, and inſtead 
of giving us a moſt vile, mutilated, 
and ridiculous account of the anatomy 


of 


LS 


of the penis, and parts concerned in a 
gonorrhea, (which anatomical buſineſs 
was certainly unneceſſary) you had re- 
fer'd us to ſome performance of eſta- 
bliſh'd reputation, to make us acquaint- 
ed with thoſe parts, which, I ſuppoſe, 
Mr. E— imagined that he alone had 
a ſufficient knowledge of, as he is the 
only man who thoroughly underſtands 
the nature of the venereal poiſon; it 
is natural to ſuppoſe the ſame vanity 
might operate with reſpect to each: 
but, alas, my literary pharmaceutick 
friend, I very much fear, that this im- 
maculate pamphlet of yours, will very 
ſeldom have the honour of a reference, 
from any one who withes to poſſeſs him- 
ſelf of a knowledge of the venereal 
diſeaſe, or the method of treating it 
with propriety. 


You have expreſſed ſome degree of 
ſarprize, that a diſcaſe, which has ex- 
iſted for ſuch a length of time, and been 
treated on ſuch a tedious unavailing 
plan, by many inzenious practitioners, 


C {hould 
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ſhould not have receiv'd ſome new 
lights, and the treatment of it enrich- 
ed by diſcoveries; you in the plentitude 
of your ſagacity, are willing to attribute 
it to that blind ſubmiſſion we pay to 
thoſe who have already wrote on that 
ſubject; and as you, I ſuppoſe, would 
inſinuate in a miſtaken manner, and 
upon fallacious principles; pardon me, 
vir, when I expreſs a wiſh that the 
reverſe of this was not the caſe, thoſe 
rich and friendly ſources, which fur- 
niſh'd us with truth and uſeful know- 
ledge, are now neglected for ſcepticiſm 
and quackery ; and inſtead of that blind 
obedience which when carried too far 
was certainly reprehenſible, we have 
now plunged too deeply into the op- 
polite extreme, to extricate ourſelves 
without great difficulty: give me leave 
to offer a conjecture on this ſubject, 


that I am inclined to think will come 


nearer the mark. The venereal diſeaſe 
is by far the moſt deſtructive, if im- 
properly treated, of any with which 


human nature has been curſed ; and this 
18 


oy 
is pretty generally underſtood by the 
bulk of the people; whether from a 
defire of ſecreting a diſeaſe that has 
always been regarded as ſcandalous; or 
from a perſuaſion that the proper treat- 
ment of it, is a ſpecies of knowledge 
apart from the common circle of phy- 
ſick, thoſe who have been unfortunately 
amorous, are extremely backward in 
confeſſing their ſituation to men of the 
firſt characters in the profeſſion; the 
conſequence of this is, they generally 
apply for aſſiſtance to thoſe, whoſe 
rank in life is ſuch, as to compell them 
to obey every injunction of ſecrecy, or 
any thing elſe that the patient ſhall 
pleaſe to command ; ſo that he has no- 
thing to dread from the fooliſh preju- 
dices of the world, by diſcovering his 
misfortunes to them; and tho' in every 
other part of phyſick a man's character 
may have been a long time ſunk, yet 
he may ſtill have credit for a profound 
judgment in Venereal matters, and the 
efficacy of particular medicines, which 


he is the ſole diſcoverer of taken into 
C 2 ſerious 
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ſerious belief; and to this is owing that 
inattention, which men who are beſt 
qualified to rectify miſtakes, and to pro- 
duce amendment, have long manifeſted 
for a branch of buſineſs, that is almoſt 


monopolized by the meaneſt people in 


the profeſſion. 


When you ſay Surgeons whoſe de- 
pendance 1s ſolely on their profeſſion, 
will be cautious of introducing inno- 
vations, being apprehenſive leſt they 
ſhould not ſucceed ; I anſwer, no ſur- 
geon is juſtifiable in introducing any 
new method of practice but on reaſon- 
able grounds; and, I believe, I may 
ſafely leave it to the judgment of every 
one of your readers, whether your hot 
ſtimulating balſam, and ſtyptick injec- 
tions are likely to abate inflammation, 
or correct acrimony. Neither is it true, 
that Gonorrhæas have been conſider'd 
by the faculty as in general very diffi- 
cult of cure; it is not as you have aſ- 
ſerted, the moſt ſkilful ſurgeons that 
find themſelves defeated by a common 

gonor- 
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gonorrhza, leading it on for months, and 
at laſt ending in a gleet; theſe conſe- 
quences may, attend the practice of 
thoſe who ſhake the conſtitutions of 
their patients with draſtick purges, as 
well as thoſe who counteract the in- 
tention of nature in recent claps, by 
giving a ſudden check to the matter 
with aſtringent injections, and locking 
it up, to the infinite hazard of the parts 
concerned in the diſeaſe, or tranſla- 
ting it elſewhere; for tho' you may 
treat this with an affectation of contempt, 
nothing can he more reaſonable than 
theſe ideas, and few things ſo ſtrong- 
ly verified by obſervation, and expe- 
rience, You yourſelf admit, that the 
diſcharge may be ſtopt by ſome kind of 
injections for the ſpace of thirty or forty 
hours and then will return: I would 
aſk you, Sir, upon this occaſion, whe- 
ther the diſcharge does not retire to 
| ſome part from whence it cannot get 
an immediate regreſs; and if the teſti- 
cles and parts adjacent are found to 
ſwell upon ſuch ſloppage, and thoſe 


ſymp- 
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ſymptoms appeaſed on the return of 
the running; whether it is not moſt 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that the matter 
had been lodged there during its ab- 
ſence from the urethra. You may aſk 
by what unknown veſſels this running 
is to paſs, every man who has a compe- 
tent knowledge of the animal œcono- 
my, and is likewiſe apprized of the ſub- 
tlety of the venereal virus, will imme- 
diately anſwer, that the ſame channel 
that admits of the paſſage of the ſe- 
men, may likewiſe admit the running 
to paſs on to the teſticles, and produce 
thoſe painful, and untractable ſymp- 
toms, which are ſo formidable both to 
the ſurgeon, and to the patient, and 
which are more frequently known to 
follow the uſe of aſtringent injections 
than from any other cauſe. You have 
in one or two places made a feeble 
effort to vent your ſpleen at Mr. Bay- 
ford, in the form of a ſarcaſm, but 
have not in the leaſt invalidated any 
thing that gentleman has advanced. 


His aſſertion that the lymphatic glands 
of 


I 
of the groin are liable to ſwell upon 
the ſudden ſtoppage of a gonorrhza, 
and that theſe glands in general will 
ſubſide when a plentiful diſcharge 1s 
again brought on, is a truth of too ſtub- 
born a nature to be controverted ; tho' 
this rule is not abſolutely without ex- 
ceptions; for in ſome very ſanguine con- 
ſtitutions, a ſwelling is no ſooner felt 
than a hot haſty abſceſs begins to form, 
and which cannot be controul'd either 
by internal medicines, or external ap- 
plications; tho' this is but ſeldom the 
caſe; and when you ſneeringly infer 
from this doctrine of his, that he is 
poſſeſſed of ſome curious medicine, that 
will produce the diſcharge at pleaſure, 
you make a remark to the full as cu- 
rious as this imaginary medicine, as 
well as a confeſſion of your total igno- 
rance of the nature of this diſeaſe ; for 
it is ſufficiently known to every expe- 
rienced ſurgeon, that bleeding, with gen- 
tle purges, and emollient injections 
thrown into the urethra, with the ge- 
neral antiphlogiſtic regimen, will pro- 
duce 
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duce this event nine times out of ten. 
Mr. Bayford relates a caſe of a neglect- 
ed gonorrhæa, that in about fix weeks 
diſappear'd, and that the tonſils were 
attacked about four months afterwards 
with venereal ſores : finding this to be 
a caſe in -point, and of the ſtrongeſt 
kind, you have been at ſome pains 
to evade it, and your concluſion 1s at 
leaſt equal to any other part of your 
book : you admit not the ſuppoſition 
of the degeneracy, but ſuppoſe that he 
might have been infected in the inte- 
rim; or your more favourite conjecture 
is, that of a chancre behind the glans 
penis, ſo ſmall as to eſcape notice, and 
healing before any diſcovery had been 
made of its exiſtence, by degrees taint- 
ed the habit. As to the firſt ſuppoſi- 
tion, it is nothing but begging the 
queſtion againſt good preſumptive proof 
to the contrary; and as to the chancre, 
the idea is arbitrary and abſurd. I really 
pity you when I find you ſtraining your 
imagination, to find out ſomething to 
ſupport your argument, and after all 

ſub- 
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ſubverting your own doctrine, by con- 
tradicting yourſelf; for you have laid 
it down in the former part of your book 
as an eſtabliſhed fact, that no chancre 
will heal without the aſſiſtance of mer- 
cury. But tho' I do not admit that 
a chancre may paſs off without being 
diſcovered; yet it may, perhaps be 
charity to inform you, that a pocky 
chancre, and a gonorrhæal excoriation 
(a diſtinction of your own) will both 
dry up by the uſe of ſtyptick ap lica- 
tions, without the exhibition ot mer- 
cury, tho' you are willing to admit of 
it only in the latter. 


Notwithſtanding you are pleaſed to 
aſſure us, that if we follow your in- 
fallible method, we ſhall ſoon be con- 
vinced of the ſimplicity of the diſeaſe, 
and the eaſe and ſpeedineſs of the cure; 
I can teſtify from experience, the in- 
utility and miſchievous conſequences 
of your medicines; and particularly the 
ærug æris with the ſpir. ſalis ammon. 


which in one inſtance, effected nothing 
D but 
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but a temporary ſuppreſſion of the diſ- 
charge at the expence of much pain 
and inflammation ; and in another, pro- 
duced a violent ſtrangury with hæmor- 
rhage, which was with difficulty re- 
mov'd by phlebotomy, confinement, 
plentiful diluents, &c. and with reſpect 
to the drops, they are frequently in 
the greateſt degree injurious to the 
bowels; and I am informed by a ſur- 
geon of character who has made uſe 
of them, that purging is not only the 
frequent concomitant of this medicine ; 
but that it is to be regarded as its 
moſt favourable operation, for when they 
do not find a free paſſage by the in- 
teſtines, it is neceſſary to give manna 
with them to produce that effect, o- 
therwiſe a fever and eruption will en- 
tue. This is looking on your ſpecific 
in the moſt favourable point of view, 
and even here every one will object to 
the ſeverity of it, not to ſpeak of its 
deteſtable taſte, which to the palates of 
ſome people is intolerable. 


Lou 
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You have I obſerve, embraced the 
faſhionable opinion (for there are fa- 
ſhions in phyſick as well as in dreſs, 
and ſometimes equally extravagant) that 
a clap and a pox are not the ſame in 
their nature, but diſeaſes ſuorum gene- 
rum; and diſtin from each other. We 
will now attend a little to thoſe ar- 
guments which you bring in ſupport 
of your opinion, and which you deubt- 
leſs look on as deciſive, The firſt is, 
that no pox was ever cured without 
mercury, and you are able to produce 
many claps that have been cured with- 
out a fingle grain; this I moſt reli- 
giouſly believe, and therefore, ſhall rea- 
dily admit; but this certainly does not 
prove enough for your purpoſe, for the 
whole force of this argument may be 
overthrown by obſerving, that the vene- 
real poiſon while local has a free drain 
to run itſelf off; and therefore, with the 
aſſiſtance of diet, and other particulars, 
it may be prevented from invading the 
maſs of blood, and with time and care 
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its acrid and poiſonous quality may be- 
come meliorated, and the diſcharge if 
any remains, may be ſafely attack'd 
with aſtringents, &c. without any fear 
of driving the poiſon into the conſtitu- 
tion, which medicines, if made uſe of 
at the firſt acceſſion of a gonorrhea, 
before it had arrived at the above- 
mentioned ſtage, would have locked 
up the matter, promoted abſorption, 
and induced a pox, and in this kind of 
reaſoning I am juſtified by analogy ; 
how many people have been affected 
with ſhort tranſitory rigors, which have 
vaniſh'd without the aſſiſtance of me- 
dicine, or any caution in diet; while 
an ague, which is of the ſame nature, 
tho' in a greater degree, has remain'd 
obſtinate, and inflexible, till overcome 
by a plentiful uſe of the bark: we 
know there are medicines that may be 
adminiſtered within certain limits, and 
with certain regulations, that if too 
largely increaſed in quantity, or given 
indiſcriminately, would act as poiſons ; 
way may we not apply this reaſon- 


ing 
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ing to the diſeaſe in queſtion; and if 
that is admitted, may we not obſerve, 
that hemlock and mercury when given 
in proper quantities, will act powerfully 
in the removal of diſeaſes, but may 
become fatal by too large a doſe; yet 
the medicine ſo oppoſite in its effects 
as to be either curative, or deſtructive, 
according as it is adminiſter'd, is never- 
theleſs the ſame medicine in its na- 
ture; is it then at all ſurprizing, that 
the gonorrhza and confirmed lues ſhould 
be one and the ſame diſeaſe becauſe they 
produce different effects, according to 
their different degrees of virulency and 
infection, and frequently require a diffe- 
rent treatment: but notwithſtanding, I 
may be contradicted, yet 1 am hardy 
enough to affirm, that many claps that 
have been tediouſly cured with medi- 
cines in which mercury bore no part, 
would have been much more ſpeedily 
cured with it, I have often known 
claps that have reſiſted a great many 
other things, yield in the kindeſt man- 
ner to an injection of melted mercurial 
unction. 
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unction. Vour idea that the venereal 


particles of matter in a gonorrhæa dif- 
fer in nature, quality, and figure, from 


thoſe of a pox is certainly new, and 


an opinion that ought to have been 
founded on ſomething better than meer 
whim, or wild conjecture, and yet there 
is not the leaſt ſhadow of proof, or 
even the event of one ſingle experi- 
ment, to make it in any degree proba- 
ble. The thought of animalculz is 
extremely pleaſant, but I am ſorry you 
ſhould think ſuch a ſuppoſition at all 
plauſible; or did you mean to compare 
them with thoſe animalculæ infeſting 
the pubis, in order to diſcover if they 
were not a difterent ſpecies of the ſame 
genus; when you was compleatly in 
for gueſſing, you might have hazard- 
ed an opinion, which I ſhould have 
thought to the full as rational as that 
which was the ſubje& of your micro- 
ſcopic enquiries, viz. that thoſe ani- 
mals being receiv'd from the female in 


coition, had crawled into the urethra, 
there 
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there voided eggs and laid the foun- 
dation of a clap. 


From the attention and obſervation, 
you have beſtowed on the nature of 
venereal poiſon, you are of opinion, 
that the gonorrhæal and pocky mat- 
ter are not of the ſame ſpecies; the 
ſingular diſpoſition of the one you ſay, 
of inflaming the whole internal part 
of the urethra in a ſhort time, without 
bringing on chancres, and cauſing a 
large diſcharge with ſcalding and chor- 
dee, whilft the pocky matter from its 
ponderoſity, or ſpiculofity, ſeems only 
to affect the part where it drops, and 
if it is not all immediately abſorbed, 
forms itſelf into a chancre upon the 
glans penis, preputium, &c. and ſome=- 
times on the internal part of the ure- 
thra: this is your opinion, which for 
{ſome reaions I muſt beg leave to dif- 
tent trom; and firſt, that tendency of 
2 gonorrhæa to inflame the uretara, 
together with kalding and chordee, are 
effects by No nieans ini peravic from 


this 
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this diſeaſe, as a gonorrhea frequently 
exiſts without any ſuch marks of in- 
flammation, which circumſtance of 
inflammation is frequently attendant 
on poxes; witneſs the ſeverity of phy- 
moſis, with chancres excoriating over 
the whole ſurface of the glans penis, 
where no previous running from the 
urethra had taken place, and from the 
profuſe quantity of the diſcharge iſſuing 
from between the prepuce and glans 
in ſuch caſes, and its ſimilarity to the 
diſcharge of thoſe gonorrhæas that 
have been cured without mercury, is 
a ſtrong argument of the ſameneſs of 
their nature, and would induce us to 
ſuppoſe, that many of thoſe claps which 
have paſſed of under the denomination 
of obſtinate, have been kept up by an 
internal chancre; for that chancres have 
exiſted in the urethra you yourſelf are 
an evidence, tho' you make a conclu- 
ſion from this circumſtance very dif- 
ferent from what I have done, without 
being able to aſcertain any thing that 
may amount to tolerable preſumptive 
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proof, or that is in any degree ſatis- 
factory; in ſhort Sir, the notion of a 
compound caſe, the conſequence of a 
double infection, is extremely arbitrary 
and whimſical, and there are no rules 
laid down by which we can diſcover, 
or even gueſs, when the double taint 
has been receiv'd; and tho' by what I 
have been able to obſerve, they are 
equally early in their firſt appearances 
when they exiſt. ſeparately; yet when 
they accompany. each other, and the 
different infections are ſuppoſed to be 
coeval, the pox never appears till ſome 
time after the running, which favours 
the opinion of a degeneracy much 
more than of its arifing from a con- 
cealed chancre; for your own reaſon- 
ing acknowledges, that. pocky matter 
only creates chancres where it drops, 
and as it can only be lodged on the ex- 
ternal parts, or at moſt at the vety ex- 
tremity of the urethra, when imme+- 
diately receiv'd from coition, ſo I have 
no idea of a chancre deep in the ure- 


ihra, but what owes its exiſtence to 
E the 
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the acrimony of a gonorrhæa. The 
chancrous gonorrhæa, which you term 
the pocky one, and the ſimple running 
which you ſeem to regard merely as 
an increaſed ſecretion, and very diſtinct 
from each other, ſhould before we make 
certain of ſuch a difference, be cha- 
racterized by ſymptoms peculiar to each, 
whereas this is by no means the cafe ; 
I have ſeen claps that would yield 
to nothing but mercury, with the gen- 
tle uſe of that entirely vaniſh, and 
others that have been cured without a 
ſingle grain, leave ſtrictures; in the ure- 
thra that required the uſe of the bougie 
to remove, and probably were produ- 
ced by the matter having corroded the 
urinary canal, and by healing irre- 
gularly, contracted ſome 0 of the 
urethra. ory 


You ſeem to ſpeak with great con- 
fidence, of the copulation. of two people 
each infected with one of the different 
diſorders, and of their exchange of 
diſeaſes ; I wauld be glad to be inform, 
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ed whether this matter has ever been 
aſcertained a priori, for if it has not, no 
ſatisfactory concluſion can poſſibly be 
drawn from it, and from the nature of 
the circumſtances I may venture to 
believe, that no ſuch examination has 
ever been made, and therefore this is 
an uncandid; and diſingenuous argu— 
ment, and ſhows how very hard drove 
the advocates for a double infection are 
to maintain their ground: if I were 
to offer a conjecture on this ſubject, 
I ſhould ſay, that the urinary paſſage 
being much ſtraighten'd by the erection 
of the penis, the matter could not find 
ſo free a vent to eſcape; and the heat 
of the venereal paſhon increaſing the 
velocity of the circulation, abſorption 
was at that time more likely to be 
produced, and by that means introduce 
the matter into the habit, this 1s ſurely 
a more rational conjecture than yours, 
which I dont find amounts to any thing 
more than conjecture. Mr. Bayford has 
related a caſe, where a pox was con- 
tracted from a woman on whom no 
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pocky ſymptoms had appeared, and a 
gonorrhæa from a man who never had 
any diſcharge from the urethra; if the 
diſeaſes really differ eſſentially from each 
other, why have we not ſome deci- 
five marks to guide us to the diſtinc- 
tion, how 1s it that we have remained 
ſo long in the dark in an affair, that 
according to your creed muſt have been 
evident to the moſt common under- 
ſtanding. We likewiſe differ in ano- 
ther point, reſpecting your opinion, that 
if the virus of a gonorrhza be expoſed 
; to any part denudated of its ſkin, it will 
| not form a chancre, but will heal with 
any little ſtyptick waſh and dry lint, 
5 whilſt common obſervation evinces, that 
* the minuteſt excoriation, touched with 
the pocky virus will immediately form 
a chancre. Now with ſubmiſſion, net- 
ther of theſe are ſtrictly true, the mat- 
ter of a gonorrhæa being diffuſed on 
the ſurface of a glans penis, of an un- 
uſual degree of ſenſibility will form 
chancres, and likewiſe create inflam= 


mation ſufficient to produce a phymo- 
| ſis, 
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ſis, without the aſſiſtance of any pre- 
vious excoriation, as I have lately been 
a witneſs of in the caſe of a gentle- 
man, whoſe clap was approaching to 
a cure very expeditiouſly, who having 
received raſh and ignorant advice, threw 
aſide the neceſſary cautions. and regula- 
tions preſcribed by his ſurgeon, before 
the virulency was ſufficiently corrected, 
which brought on a return of the in- 
flammatory ſymptoms, with a copious 
diſcharge of matter and chancrous ex- 
creſcences, that would yield to nothing 
but a mercurial courſe; and with re- 
ſpe& to the pocky matter infallibly con- 
verting any ſlight wound or ſore into 
a chancre, that opinion is entirely over- 
thrown by an accident that not infre- 
quently happens, I mean the effects of 
dreſſing venereal ſores with cut fingers, 
the matter is abſorbed by the wound, 
the glands of the axilla become en- 
larged, and frequently impoſtumate, 
while the wound on the finger that 
receiv'd the infection, has not the leaſt 
appearance of a chancre, and if at all 
alter'd 
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alter'd is only fo by a flight inflams | 
mation of very ſhort continuance. 


Nothing is more eafily refuted tharf 
your aſſertion, that the pocky matter 
is more ſuſceptible of abſorption than 
the matter of a gonorrhza, every ſur- 
geon who has ſeen practice knows, 
that a bubo may be the conſequence of 
a gonorthza as well as of a chancre, 
and that this is moſt frequently brought 
about by aſtringent injections, which 


ſufficiently proves in oppoſition to your 


opinion to the contrary, that there are 
certain medicines that will convert 
the ſimple gonorrhæa into a pox, for 
as there is no fact better eſtabliſh'd 
than the frequent appearance of a bubo 
from the ſuppreſſion of a gonorrhæa, 
where no previous chancre or any 
pocky ſymptom has exiſted, ſo there 
can be no doubt of the poſſibility of 
abſorption in the caſe of a ſimple clap; 
that being aſcertain'd, it would be the 
height of abſurdity to ſuppoſe that 
the matter, which had been conveyed 
with 


tel 


with ſo much facility to the inguen 

would ſtop there as being incapable of 
paſſing on to the circulation, nor is 
there any reaſon that can . be 
wi __ it * 


When you . to ' furniſh us 
with reaſons for the frequent appear- 
ance of a bubo ſubſequent to a chan- 
cre, you ſtrike at the root of your own 
doctrine by allowing, that whatever 
throws the body into a more abſor- 
bent, and weakly ſtate, is the readieſt 
means of producing buboes; is not 
the firſt the conſtant effect of an in- 
creaſed velocity of the circulation, and | 
it is very certain that all febrile heat | 
is attended with a degree of languor 
and weakneſs; and is it not the known 
property of your drops, nay even by 
your own confeſſion, to create fever 
and uneaſineſs, and in ſome caſes ſuf- 
ficient to produce eruption and every 
appearance of a true ſcarlet fever; had 
your bittereſt enemy racked his inven- 
tion for an argument ſubverſive of your 
mode 
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mode of practice, he could not have found 
one more powerful than that you your- 
{elf have furniſh'd. 


The very firſt ſtep you take in your 
curative intention, cannot fail of giv- 
ing unfavourable impreſſions of ydur 
principal dependance the drops; you 
tell us, that the preparation of purg- 
ing and phlebotomy, is frequently ne- 
ceſſary to prevent thoſe painful head 
ach's that the medicine would other- 
wile occaſion, this is not only a ſtrong; 
proof of its violent and inflammatory 
tendency, but likewiſe of the neceſſity: 
of frequent purging during its uſe, 
whenever. the veſſels ſhould recover their 
wonted fullneſs, and frequent purging. 
is univerſally allowed to be no part of 
the proper treatment of the gonorrhæa, 
and is not a point contended for even 
by yourſelf. But as I proceed farther 
on, I find your regulation of diet to 
be ſo very ſtrict and ſevere, excluding 
every thing that has the leaſt tenden- 
cy to in flame, that ſuch a regimen 1 

ſhould 


EE 


ſhould think would unaſſiſted produce 
thoſe good effects, which you may 
perhaps fondly attribute to the opera- 
tion of the drops, for the power of an 
abitemious regimen is no where more 
{ſtrongly proved than in the manage- 
ment of- claps ; every experienced man 
can bear teſtimony, that thoſe who pay 
a proper obſervance to this article ſhall 
{ſometimes owe to that their perfect 
cure, and at worſt it never fails of 
alleviating thoſe ſymptoms, which no- 
thing leſs than the powerful operation 
of mercury will totally eradicate. Tt 
mutt ſurely be matter of ſurprize, to 
find you admiting of the uſe of wine, 
when that is known to have ſo direct 
a tendency. to bring on as well as 
to keep up the chordee, while the 
oniy thing that is found to ſubdue 
this ſtubborn ſymptom, is not ſo much 
as made mention of; the powers of 
opium which is here a ſpecific, and it 
given in quantities ſufficiently large has 
2 moſt prevailing effect, is entirely ba- 
R niſh'd 
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niſh'd from Mr. E—'s moſt efficacious 
plan for ſubduing the inflammatory ſtage 
of the diſeaſe in the ſpace of a few 
hours: I ſhould dwell perhaps ſome 
time longer on this very new doctrine, 
if the propoſition expreſſed in the lines 
immediately following did not call for 
notice, and demand my ſerious atten- 
tion: if there is any merit in a diſ- 
covery never yet touched upon by prac- 
titioners or writers, it is certainly due 
to you. If I were to offer a conjecture 
concerning the reaſon of your broach- 
ing a doctrine, the extravagance and 
ſingularity of which may excite ſome 
ſurprize in me, without any danger 
of being in that reſpect thought fin- 
gular myſelf, I ſhould ſay, that it could 
proceed from nothing but ignorance 
in the extreme on your fide, or a 
ſuppoſed filly credulity on ours; for 
nothing leſs than one of theſe I think 
could tempt any man to afhrm, that 
all claps however differently circum- 
ſtanced, are the ſame with regard to 
12 FF . 
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the treatment, the meer mention of an 
aſſertion ſo outrageouſly abſurd would 
be ſufficient to render my veracity 
ſuſpected; to ſecure myſelf from that 
imputation I muſt here produce your 
own words, thus do you expreſs your= 
ſelf: * it is of trifling conſequence, 
whether the patient has a very little 
running or ſcalding, or the gonorrhæa 
affects only a ſmall way down the 
urethra, or it hath even reach'd the 
ducts of the proſtrate gland, with 
ſcalding, chordee, and all the virulent 
ſymptoms of the diſeaſe : bravo this, 
but if one is to ſtrive for belief againſt 
reaſon and probability, let us aſſert 
boldly and we certainly have the beſt 
chance; or do you really believe this 
yourſelf, if ſo, a moments reflection 
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* ] believe this will be allowed to be a very ex- 
traordinary poſition, but how can we be ſurprized 
at any thing that falls from the pen of ſuch a ge- 
nius as this, who has diſcover'd the urethra to be 


the ſcat of lacteals. See E—, page 5. 
F 2 might 
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might ſurely have convinced you, that 
ſuch a declaration could be entitled 
to nothing but the moſt contemptu- 
ous reception; for to what does it 
amount, but that a mild clap and a 
ſevere one are misfortunes of an equal 
degree of importance; an aſſertion that 
will neither bear the teſt of obſerva- 
tion, argument, or experience; is it 
not an invariable maxim, that the nearer 
the diſeaſe approaches to thoſe organs 
that are appropriated to the immediate 
preſcrvation of the animal, or any of 
its peculiarly uſeful parts, is in the 
ſame degree dangerous; the larger like- 
wiſe the ſurface, the larger will be the 
quantity of the diſcharge, which muſt 
inevitably weaken the patient, the bad 
conſequences of which I may ſuppoſe 
you to be ſufficiently aware of, when 
you recommend a free uſe of a plain 
diet in order to keep up the ſtrength 
and ſupport the conſtitution : I am ut- 
terly at a loſs to think, what could in- 


duce you to ſtart a thought of this 
d kind, 
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kind, which is not only -contradiQtory 
to every hitherto, receiv'd opinion, but 
claſhes even with your own. reaſ6ning z 
for in the former part of youf book, 
vou have made an expreſs diſtinction 
yourſelf by ſaying, you have known 
the moſt virnlent gonorrhæa's cured 
without a grain of mercury, if they 
are the ſame in effect, why particu- 
larize the virulent, which according to 
your account, is as incapable of re- 
ſiſting the etlicacy of your drops as the 
mildeſt gonorrhæa. I would aſk you, 
whether thofe claps that penetrate deep- 
ly into the urinary paſſage, are not al- 
ways the moſt ſevere in their effects, 
and whether a diſorder with ſeverity 
of ſymptoms, is equally tractable and 
ſpeedy in cure, with thoſe of a milder 
nature, and of leſs extent; but criti- 
eiſm is entirely thrown away on a point 
ſo notoriouſly falſe, and which the ex- 
perience of all times has fufficiently 
contradicted. Your method of cure as 
it conſiſts of a very few articles, does 

not 
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not afford a very extenfive fleld for 
critical diſquiſition. The balſam copaiv. 
mixed with ſpir. lav. compoſit. as att 


internal medicine, with the aſſiſtance 
of a vitriolic injection, or a ſubſtituted 


one of zrug. zris with ſpirit of al. 


ammoniac or oil, conſtitutes your whole 
plan of- treatment, and is recommended 
as an infallible cure, and to be admi- 
niſtered indiſcriminately, without any 
attention to circumſtances, variety of 
ſymptoms or diſtinction of any kind; 
and this is the whole and ſole buſineſs 
of the pamphlet, and which might 


have been comprized in one page juſt 


as well as in forty. I am now to in- 


form you Sir, that this medicine which 
you are pleaſed to call a new one, is 
of ancient date, and has been given 
many years back in claps join'd with 
gum arabic, but doubtleſs rejected for 
very good reaſons; it has a conſtant 
tendency to affect the head, ſtomach, 
and bowels in a very powerful man— 
ner, which is making the remedy worte 
than 


Bs 2 


than the diſeaſe, and its properties are 
to heat and inflame, which is contrary 
to every indication of cure in that 
diſeaſe which is the ſubje& of your 
publication, which diſeaſe conſtantly 
varies according to the date, degree of 
infection, and temperament of the pa- 
tient, which is a proof that no remedy 
that can be offer'd, however power- 
ful in ſome particular caſes, that can 
be ſo in all, and therefore how wild 
and romantic to make an indiſcrimi- 
nate uſe of any one thing whatever. 
And now admitting for the ſake of 
argument the propriety of your me- 
thod, what are its advantages over that 
in common uſe, you have been com- 
plained to by many of the faculty, 
that it is frequently incapable of ex- 


tirpating the diſeaſe and preventing a a 


return, an inſufficiency which you at- 
tribute to the too early diſuſe of the 
medicine; and to prevent any failure of 
that kind, you preſcribe a perſeverance 
ef almoſt a month, which is about 
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the uſual time of cure by thoſe wha 
are in the old practice of the antiphlo- 
giſtic remedies, and on their failure, 


a gentle uſe of mercury, and thus do 
you finiſh the account of your me— 
thod of curing the meer running of 
the urethra, which is a circumſtance of 
the leaſt importance of the whole train 
of ſymptoms frequently attendant on 
claps in ſpite of the moſt unexception- 
able mode of practice, not a ſingle ſylla- 
ble has been mentioned concerning the 
treatment of chordee; hernia humo- 
ralis, the prevention of inflammation 
and ſometimes abſceſs in perineo, or 
the impoſthumation of the glands of 
the groin; the only things relative to 
the gonorrhæa that are really alarming, 
while the running from the - urethra, 
the cure of which depends chiefly on 
an obſervance of a proper regimen, and 
for which there are fifty local appli- 


cations of equal efficacy, makes up the 
whole 


- E 
whole ſubject of an enquiry that is 
pompouſly ſtyled, An Efſoy on @ new 
method of cure for the Venereal Go- 


H0rrhaa. 


You complain, that of late the ef- 
ficacy of injections has become the 
ſubject of diſpute, without the ſup- 
port of one ſingle practical proof, to 
ſtrengthen the account of their power 
of injuring the parts to which they are 
applied, here you certainly complain 
without a ſufficient cauſe, if you will 
. give yourſelf the trouble of looking into 
the firſt edition of your own pamph- 
let, you will there find a caſe ſtrictly 
in point; I mean that very formid- 
able one, of the perſon who had a 
ſuppreſſion of urine, with a gangrene 
and floughing away of the whole ſcro- 
tum, together with many other dread- 
ful particulars, the comfortable con- 
ſequences of your new method of cure; 

8 your 
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your memory muſt ſurely be uncoms 
monly treacherous when you ſup- 
' poſe, that if injections were at all in- 
jurious to the parts of generation; you 
who have been ſo long in the practice 
of injecting would have diſcover'd it, 
does not the above-mentioned caſe 
amount to a diſcovery, or are they ſo 
common with you that you have found 
it neceſſary to attribute them to ſome 
other cauſe; of this I can inform you, 
; that the ſituation of that gentleman 
* | who paid ſo very dearly for his cure, 
| as the ſloughing of his ſcrotum, and 
denudation of his teſticles, has not at 
all contributed to enforce that con- 
viction of the happy conſequences of 
the free uſe of injections, which accord- 
ing to you all thoſe who have attended 
to their effects have receiv'd. 
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If a gonorrhæa ſhould be com- 


pounded with a pox you cure them 
as 
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as two different diſeaſes, that is, you 
accompany the drops with a ſufficient 
quantity of mercury to ſuppreſs both 
together, in this I have the pleaſure 
to inform you you are no means ſin- 
gular I believe every perſon will aliow, 
that a free uſe of mercury in an ad- 
vanced ſtage of the diſeaſe becomes ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, and with proper re- 
gulations, will never fail to ſubdue 
every venereal appearance, without any 
aſſiſtance from the balſam copaiba: by 
this you will obſerve that I do not 


preponderate with you in opinion, con- 


cerning the diſtinction of the diſeaſes; 
admitting of no difference but in de- 
gree, and for this I have the ſanction 
of my own experience, and a very 
extenſive practice in venereal cafes, as 
well as the opinions of ſome of the 
firſt characters in phyſic and ſurgery, 
in my favour. If you think it ne- 

(3 2 ceſtary 
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ceſſary to dwell on this point the next 
time your pamphlet receives farther 
additions, there are ſome circumſtances 
that T with you to take into ſerious 
conſideration ; and in the firſt place, 
if mercury is not adapted to the cure 
of the gonorrhæa, how has it happen'd, 
that claps which have been of long 
continuance have frequently diſappear- 
ed after a ſalivation; and again, that 
venereal ſores in the throat, nodes, 
and eruptions, have come on ſome 
months after the diſappearance of a 
gonorrhæa, which ſymptoms on the 
ſtricteſt enquiry could not be traced 
back to any thing but a diſcharge 
from the urethra, accompanied with 
a flight induration of the glands in the 
groin, without the leaſt chancrous ap- 


Pinner whatever. 


Having thus far deſcanted on your 
opinions, 
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opinions, it may be expected that 1 
ſhould advance ſome opinion of my 
own, ſuch an undertaking would great- 
ly exceed thoſe limits I have pre- 
ſcribed myſelf on this occaſion; nor 
is it neceſſary; throughout this per- 
formance I have had nothing in view 
but the refutation of your flimſy fu- 
tile doctrine, it is not impoſſible if 
at ſome future time I ſhould poſleſs 
myſelf of any thing really new and 
worthy the attention of my brethren in 
the Phyjical line, that J may be in- 
duced to communicate it for the in- 
{ſtruction of others, and general bene- 
fit of mankind, good practice is ſuf- 
ficiently known and attended to, and 
to thoſe who wiſh to be made ac- 
quainted with it, I would refer them 
to that very ingenious book, Chap- 
man's Abridgment of Aſtruc, from 
which they may derive every kind of 
pfeful information, and where they 
will 


e 
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il have an opportunity of making 
themſelves converſant with the nature 
and treatment of the venereal diſeaſe, 
on an extenſive, liberal, and ſcienti- 
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"Page 6, line 7. for gentleman, read 
gentlemen, 
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